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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 



lA system for remote communication , comprising: 
a host facility for integrating data into vertical blanking 
intervals or a television signal and broadcasting the integrated 
television signal; and 



a client 
signal and for 
standard televi 

wherein 
facility by co 
and the client 



tepari 



sign* 



connect* 



eiving the broadcasted integrated television 

ting the integrated television signal into a 

1 and to-be-supplied data; 

transmits information to the host 

to a network linked with the host facility 

to the network only when the information 

! is present at the client, and disconnects from the network when 

the information has been transmitted to the host/ whereby the 
1 \ - 

amount of time spent on the^network is reduced. 

2. T&e system of claim 1, wherein the disconnecting occurs 
after a predetermined time of inactivity after the information 
has been transmitted to the host. 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the network is a public 
telephone netwoijleTr^ 

4. The s^stem\pf claim 2, wherein the network is a wide 
area network. \ 

| 5. The system of alaim 3, wherein the client connects to 

| the public telephone netwqrk with a modem. 
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6. \£he system of claim 2, wherein the client further 

i 

comprises ^ tuner card for separating the integrated television 
signal. 

7. The\ system of claim 6, wherein the client further 
comprises a monitor for displaying a representation of the 
television sigri^l and the to-be-supplied data in separate areas 
of the monitor. 



8. An interactive system for remote educational instruction 
between an instructor and a plurality of students, the system 
comprising: 

a host facility f #rHbiftegrating a continuous^ signal of 

images and sounds with/ k digital data signal into a television 

\ / \ - 
signal, the host^facilit^ broadcasting the television signal and 

receiving data defining actions of the plurality of students; 

a plurality of remote ^multimedia computers each comprising: 

a television tuneA card for receiving the television 

i \ 

; signal and converting the television signal into a digital video 

ii \ 

; signal for display on a first section of a monitor of the 

; ! \ 

i computer, an audio signal for transmission to a speaker of the 
computer, and the digital data siVjnal, at least part of the 

'digital data signal being sent for\display on a second section of 
the monitor; 

a modem for transmitting th^v data defining actions of a 
student to the host broadcasting facility over public phone 
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lerein the host facility receives the data defining actions 
of the \students from at least one of the plurality of multimedia 
computers and converts the data defining actions of the students 
into the\digital data signal for subsequent integration into the 
television signal and broadcasting of the television signal. 

9. The remote education system of claim 8, wherein when one 
of the multimedia computers receives digital data corresponding 



to the data defining student actions transmitted from the modem 
of that multimedia computer/ the multimedia computer cancels the 



\ 



sending for display to the second section of the monitor. 

10. The/feiriabe education system of claim 8, wherein the 
continuous signal \ off in^ges and sounds represents a presentation 
of the instj 

11. Thei rei^ot^ education system of claim 8, wherein the 
host receives the data defining actions of the plurality of 
students over public phone lines. 
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12. A method for remote communication between a host 
facility and a plurality \pf client facilities, the method 
i| comprising: 

broadcasting a signal Compatible with a television signal at 
the host facility to the plurality of client facilities; 

continuously receiving the television compatible signal at 
the plurality of client facilities, the television compatible 
signal containing data defining^ actions of at least one of the 
client facilities; 
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wherein each of the client facilities connects to a network 
to transmit to the host facility when the data defining the 
client actions is present at each said client facility, and 
disconnecting from the network when the data defining the client 
actions at each said facility has been transmitted to the host 
facility. \ 

13. THe method of claim 12 , wherein the network is a public 
telephone nerwork. 

14. The pethod of claim 12, wherein the network is a wide 
area network. 

15. The/method of gJlaim 12 , wherein the television signal 
is broadcast/ ovei\)lcabJX television lines. 

16. The method of claim 12 , wherein the television signal 

; i 

m is broadcast^bf ough the atmosphere. 



17. A method for remote communication between a host 
facility broadcasting a signal compatible with a television 
i signal and a plurality ^f client facilities, the method 
. comprising: 

i 

: continuously receiving the television compatible signal at 

! the plurality of client facilities, the television compatible 
! signal containing first data^ defining actions of at least one of 
the client facilities; 

connecting each of the client facilities to a network to 
transmit to the host facility wf^en second data originating at 

i 
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i^present at said client facility, and disconnecting from the 
network when the second data defining actions at said client 
faciMty has been transmitted to the host facility. 



18. \ A method for remote communication between a host 
facility and a client facility, the client facility having a 
multimedia computer including a television tuner card and a 
modem, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving^ a first data signal at the host facility, the 
first data sigr^dTTifeijig transmitted by the client facilities 
modem and defining actions jof the client facility; 

generating a ^epsnd<aata signal at the host facility, the 
second data Signal feeing compatible with a television signal and 
representing ^n^ducational presentation by an instructor; 

generating a thirci data signal at the host facility, the 
third data signal defining control instructions for the client 
facility; 

integrating said f irsfc data signal, said second data signal, 
and said third date signal at said host facility such that said 
integrated signal is compatible with a television signal; 

transmitting said integrated signal to said tuner card of 
the client facility. 
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19. A method for running an on-line bulletin board between 
a host and a plurality of client facilities, the method 
comprising: 
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coSNjiuously transmitting a television compatible signal to 
the plurality of client facilities, the television compatible 
signal containing first data defining general bulletin board 



information , and^i 
selected one or mq 

intermitten 
facilities defi 

integrating^* p 




data defipdng information specific to a 
facilities; 
third data from the client 
at said client facilities; 



Sof the received third data into the 
television compatible signal Nas the first data or second data for 
transmission to the plurality o£ client facilities. 
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